  NO KETCHUP IN CALABRIA


SYNOPSIS

Theme: 
A famous celebrity is forced to search back into his challenging, but humorous past, growing up as a cursed red-headed boy in Southern Italy, to find meaning, happiness and love in the present.

It is the present.  FEDERICO CAVALLINI is a rich and famous celebrity actor who seems to have 

everything – but something is missing.

A serious car accident places Federico in a coma, and his subconscious mind takes him back to his boyhood

days growing up in Calabria, Italy, where the people are very Catholic, and very superstitious.  Federico

narrates and comments throughout the movie. 

In a country filled with dark-haired people, Federico, whose real name is GOFFREDO, is not given an easy 

start in life.  He is not only left-handed, with green eyes and red hair, but was born on June 6, 1966(666). 

It has been foretold in the Kyffhauser Legend, that Federico Barbarossa. “Redbeard”, the Norman 

Conqueror of Italy, would be reincarnated and return one day.  To some he was a savior, to others the 

Antichrist.  Even Goffredo’s own grandmother, NONNA, initially believes he is the Antichrist.  

Goffreddo’s mother, fearing for her baby’s life, takes him to a monastery to give him up for adoption, but 

finds that she can’t.  Afraid of what the people of the village might do, she disguises his hair with black 

herb dyes and skull caps.  Goffredo’s father, a quiet farmer named GIOVANNI, is not happy when he finds 

out, but is forced by his mother, “Nonna”, to go along with it.  This deception lasts for a while.

Goffredo doesn’t have many friends.  His closest friends are a wild red fox, and an eccentric 

musician/artist, MINO, who is the only person in the village who has been to America and who speaks and 

teaches him some English.  Goffredo is a fiery little troublemaker who thinks the village, and the people in 

it, are his own personal playground.  Even though he is a bother, the COLORFUL CHARACTERS that 

populate this small town, grow to like him.  The BUTCHER nicknames him“ Uzillusu” (ooh tsi loo soo), 

an old word which means a schemer or crazymaker.

There is a funeral for Nonna’s husband, (Goffredo’s grandfather) who had died ten years ago, but is being

“reburied” because his spirit is still bothering Nonna.  During the funeral procession there is a flash flood.  

Goffredo, who is leading the procession, in some wild outfit, is drenched, and while his grandmother is 

screaming to the heavens at her dead husband, the black dye in Goffreddo’s hair starts to bleed down his 

face.  Everyone is horrified to see Goffredo’s hair turning red, and they believe it is an act of the devil or an 

evil spirit.  Most of the villagers and children start to shun Goffredo, and are afraid of him and his strange 

new “devil” hair. They no longer accept him as a part of the town.  

One day, in the summer of 1976, Goffredo, who is now ten, goes down to the beach with his grandmother 

and meets an American family.  The father is dark-haired and handsome.  The mother is a striking blonde

and, BIANCA, is their beautiful twelve-year-old daughter.  Goffredo is fascinated by all of 

them, especially Bianca, and even though there is a language barrier, he and Bianca become fast friends. 

They teach each other a little of their own language, and Goffredo goes down to the beach every day.  

 Bianca’s mom invites Goffredo to have lunch with them, but Nonna says no because “American food is all 

chemicals and unhealthy”.  Goffredo has to convince his grandmother to let him bury her in the sand for 

her rheumatism so he can go off and eat lunch with the Americans.  He is served his first hamburger, and a 

bottle of ketchup, which he grabs confidently and begins to drink, thinking it’s a soda pop.  He gags on the 

thick red sauce, and everyone has a good laugh about it.  He absolutely loves hamburgers and ketchup. 

Bianca gives him a tour inside their “Airstream” camper, which Goffredo thinks looks like a spaceship.  Up 

on the walls, Bianca has hung photo clippings of her favorite movie stars.  Her favorite is Robert Redford, 

whom Goffredo notices has red hair and fair skin like himself.  This makes him feel special and accepted.

Goffredo’s mother finds out what he did to his grandmother and punishes him by locking him in his room 

on the day Bianca and her family are leaving.  He escapes and chases the camper down the street.  

Bianca comes to the back window in the camper and sees Goffredo.  She tries to communicate something 

to him and then she just starts waves good-bye as the camper drives off.  Upset and exhausted, Goffredo 

goes back to the beach and sees a small red umbrella sticking out of the sand where the camper had been. 

Under the umbrella, buried up to its neck, is a full bottle of ketchup.

Goffredo sneaks the ketchup into the house and hides it under his mattress.  He begins to speak only 

English around the house, which really irritates his father, and talks of being a famous American movie star 

one day like Robert Redford.  His grandmother finds the bottle of ketchup and almost has a heart attack 

when she sees the evil sauce.  She is convinced it has a spell over the boy and that it is cursed.  Goffredo 

goes into his room, where candles are burning everywhere, and he discovers his ketchup is gone.   The 

grandmother goes to the mother, who thengoes to the priest with the ketchup.  She begs the priest to save 

her boy’s soul from this blasphemous condiment.  A young brat of a boy overhears the conversation and it 

soon spreads all over town.  The villagers are in an uproar.  They insist that the priest perform an exorcism 

and sacrifice the bottle of ketchup, determined to keep their little village “uncontaminated”.  The people 

build a large wire and paper effigy with the actual bottle of ketchup sitting on top.  They carry it down to 

the ocean, wailing and crying and carrying on, then set it on the water, and light it on fire. 

Goffredo is very upset and is angry with everyone.  The villagers don’t want the boy around anymore, and 

the school refuses to admit him.  Goffredo’s parents don’t know what to do.  The father decides to call his 

brother, who owns a restaurant in New York, and tells him the situation.  The uncle agrees to take the boy 

in, and Goffredo flies to America.

We DISSOLVE back to the present, where we find Federico in a Los Angeles hospital bed, still in a coma. 

His AUNT ANNA MARIA and his UNCLE ANTONIO, who owns the restaurant, are noticeably upset, 

and discussing what they should do about the situation.  Federico’s narration introduces us to these two, 

which leads us back to when Federico was living in New York.  It is seventeen years later from when he first left Calabria.  

He is still going by Goffredo, but he is now twenty-seven and working as a waiter in his uncle’s posh 

Italian restaurant.  The “Double Teatro” on Broadway.  His hair is now blonde, and he is a very handsome, 

confident young man who charms all the ladies and talks to all the actors that come in to eat.  Through 

these connections he starts to take acting lessons, and then begins to get cast in small rolls in off-Broadway 

shows.  He is discovered by a Los Angeles casting agent who casts him in a film where he plays a young, 

charming, confident, Italian playboy.  He, and the movie are a success, and his career is on its way.

He moves to Los Angeles and brings some of his acting friends from New York with him.  All of his 

friends are interesting characters in themselves.  They include ADAM, a porcelain-skinned gay man with 

silver hair and impeccable style.  DEMITRI, a tall, well-built black man, with beautiful, long dreadlocks 

and a commanding voice.  FARLEY, a big, solid Asian who works as a bouncer at clubs, and NICOLA, a 

fellow Calabrian, and friend of his from the restaurant.  Some, or all of these characters might be 

introduced in the present as they come to visit Federico in the hospital.  They are concerned about him but 

that doesn’t stop them from taking goofy pictures with Federico posed in different positions, or wearing 

stupid hats, or with women bearing their breasts for the pictures.  Federico comments about being able to 

hear everything they say, and that they’ll pay when he comes out of his coma.  These introductions can lead 

into moments with them during his life -- maybe even when they first met, etc. 

Federico has become very successful playing the leading man in romantic comedies.  He has become the 

Italian Hugh Grant.  Now he’s ready to stretch, to do something dramatic, a serious role in a serious film.  

Filmmakers in Hollywood don’t think he has the acting chops, but Federico is now in a position to make 

them have to at least consider him.  Federico has got wind of a role he is very interested in and he makes it 

known to the producers.  Just to placate him, they send out one of the associate producers to speak with 

him.  Her name is B.B DANIELS.  B.B. makes it known to her people that she thinks this is a waste of her 

time, and doesn’t want to go, but she does.  They set up an appointment to meet at Bob’s Big Boy in Toluca 

Lake.  Federico is surprisingly nervous about this meeting and arrives early to get a good, private seat.  

The waitresses in the restaurant are all falling over themselves to wait on Federico.  Finally, B.B. arrives 

and Federico notices this tall, classy, and very beautiful woman entering the restaurant.  She asks a waitress 

a question and is being lead over to him.  Now, he’s really nervous.  B.B. turns the corner and sees 

Federico.  Something sparks inside her, and this surprises her.  They greet politely and have a little small 

talk before ordering.  She orders a hamburger with fries and an ice tea.  He orders the same thing.  They 

continue to talk about the film, and you can see there is definite nervous interest from both of them.  The 

food arrives, and they both simultaneously ask for some ketchup.  They turn and look at each other and 

smile, but they still don’t quite realize the connection.  B.B starts asking him how he would approach the 

character in the film she is producing, and  eventually they both realize that B.B. is Bianca, and Federico is 

Goffredo.  Their friendship is rekindled, Federico is cast in the role, and they get romantically involved.

Bianca has a hard time dealing with all the attention Federico gets from women, and Federico, being 

Federico, likes all the attention.  Bianca wants more of a commitment than what Federico wants to give 

at this time, although he loves her very much.  This causes a rift between them and Bianca thinks it is best 

not to have a personal relationship while the movie is being made.  Federico doesn’t agree, but goes along 

with it.  The movie wraps.  This is when the car accident occurs.

Back to the present.  Bianca visits Federico in the hospital.  He is still in a coma.  Even though she thinks 

he can’t hear her, she tells Federico all of the things she is feeling for him, and that she has been looking for 

him her whole life.  Taking trips to Italy.  Having Italian boyfriends.  Now that she’s finally found him, she 

tells him that she won’t know what to do if he doesn’t come out of his coma.  She also lets him know that 

he has been nominated for an Academy Award for his role in their picture.  Federico’s eyes open up, and 

he smiles up at her.  She grabs him and starts to cry.  Federico tells her that on the day of the accident he 

was so happy, because he was on his way to see her.  He had just bought a ring, and now, from his hospital 

bed, he asks her to marry him.  CUT TO:

A big Italian wedding back in Calabria, with his parents, his mentor, and all the old characters from the 

village, along with all his new friends from America.  Monty, Federico’s dog, is there too, in a dog tuxedo.  

Laid out, as the centerpiece, on all the round dinner tables is a beautifully embellished bottle of ketchup.  

Standing there with his beautiful new bride, in front of all his friends and family, Federico gives a short, but 

very poignant speech about love, faith, tradition and following your dreams no matter what.    

