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"The prince was a great tour guide. What
was so funny is that we wanted to rush
around everywhere because we were there
for such a short amount of time, but he in­
sisted on taking us to see everything and
relaxing while we did it!"

"You have to do a lot of climbing to get to
the roof of the Vatican, but boy, is the view
worth it! That's why they have the shop up
there; it's like, 'Since you survived, you can
buy things from us.' "

Crossing Over: Panna, Italy, with
side trips to Rome and Florence

Route Cause: "My friend won free:
cooking classes in Parma and I went." :
Tour De Force: "We ended up ditching :
cooking school, but we still enjoyed some :
great food. Finding restaurants was a great : went all the way around the country.
way to learn the cities. I kept saying, 'Flo- : Everything was lit up and it was stunning.
rence is 82 miles away,' and I'd never been. : It was amazing, a total whirlwind. Running
So we got a rental car. The prince's driving: around like that in four days felt like we
was hon'ific [laughs], but he got us there. I : were doing THE AMAZING RACE."
saw the David [and] the Cathedral. I'm an : Off·Course: "Well, they screwed up the
art history major, so I was thrilled. We had : reservation. And what they didn't tell us
four days on the ground, so the prince sug- : was that they only have the cooking
gested we go to Rome next. I saw the Vati- : school if there are a certain number of
can and the Colosseum. One night, we : people for the classes. There was also a

train strike while we were there. And it

was unseasonably hot and they're not
great believers in air conditioning. But the

• flight and food were free!"
: The Load Down: "I come from a large,

: Catholic family, so I picked up a bunch
: of Pope Benedict medals and rosaries
: from the souvenir shop at the Vatican,
: where the stuff is all blessed by the Pope.
: Those nuns were selling hard - it was
: like THE SOPRANOS with a habit

: [laughs]. It was hysterical."·- .····
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